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Dear Mr. Bennett:
AN B S e o 1 .
5L niq et} constifilés ah apaendment to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) July
05 2007, biological opinion issued to your agency regarding reconstmuction of several chain-
up areas along Interstate 70 (I-70) in Eagle, Summit, Clear Creek, and Jefferson counties
* " (ES/LK-6-CO-07:F-014) and their effect on the Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis) and -~ = -
. ég’reegb_;acl_g cuithroat qutég%grhync&us clarki stomias). P

Coo T CONSULTATION
© 77 Since 'ﬂ:{e issvance of the ,b_'iblibgical opinion and construction of a number of the chain-up
" stations, Atcid ts‘im\rqlvmg inotorists at these sites have occurred. To increase user safety at
the chain-up statiohs, FHWA and CDOT propose to install ovethead lighting. This feature
was not included in the original project description, though flashing beacons and speed limit
sigps were anticipated at most sites, therefore, additional analysis of the effects of overhead
RIS ligh}ing 1sneeded. L .

LTRE

At @ meeting held February 25, 2008, it was determined that the chain station at milepost
187, Vail Pass suriiniit,;will not be constructed because not only is there no POWET at the site,
‘but a yegetated wildlife overpass is also proposed at the site. Lighting design was also

" discussed: extensively'at this meeting; RO

 DESCRIPTIONOF THE PROPOSED ACTION
- 'Yo,v;l__rf ;mgﬁamen re ﬁé“stfm ﬁddition‘é.l lighting at the chain-up stations was received by the
Service on Febriuary'19,2008. The proposed work will involve clearing and grubbing areas

on the outgide of"

¢ outside of the chaip-up stations where light posts will be installed. A trench will be
dug from a power soiree to the light posts and electric cable will be laid. Al work and

3% Fedetal Mighway Adiiistration f
300 WestDakota Avenue, Suite 130 . A

.

o . L d by ¥ &
“United States Department of the Interior ’;:_ w\ - \

314 |3



FEB.29'2008 22:47 3037579746 , CDOT Region 1 #6638 P.003/004
. S
B ‘—?j:;;“ S

) Mr: Do Iag Beﬁngﬁ,'l“—?() chain-up stations, biological opinion, amendment = Page?2

et

equipiﬂent will Be‘éi‘znta;lned within the highway right-of-way (ROW). Approximately three
months will be required and work will occur between May and September, as weather
allows. '

Once installed, the overhead lights will only be used when chain laws are enacted and
motorists are required 16 apply chains to their vehicles. Although these circumstances
“typically occur during inclernent weather, the Colorado chain law does not require blizzard or

. blizzatd-like conditions:for the law to be enacted; rather, road conditions, not weather
conditions, are the primary driver for epactment of the chain law.

All cofservation messures proposed in the original biological assessment will be
imple;geﬁ;t:e;d-, In addition, the following conservation measures apply to this amendrent:

.»._one percent of any additional costs associated with instaltation of lighting that was
™ pot in the‘original project budget will be deposited into the lynx fund to be used on a
_ 7 future CDOT Region 1 project for the benefit of the lynx
o proposed lighting is dark-sky compliant and fully shielded, downcast, and will utilize
. 50-wat, bylbs rather. than 400-watt bulbs

Lt e e bt '
‘ENVIRONMENTAL BASELINE .

‘Thege have been o changes in the Environroental Baseline sinoe issuing the original
bivlogical opinion.

 EFFECTS OF THE ACTION

In addition to the effects already described in the original biological opinion, disturbances
duie to minor vegetation clearing for light posts and trenching, as well as those due 10
additional lighting will occur. The disturbances due to actual construction of the lighting will
be temporary and spatially coufined, but could distutb or displace lynx where the project is
visible or audible from occupied habitat. The more significant impacts will come from the
- use of the'lights when the chdin law is in effect. Because lynx are primarily nocturnal, this
.<additional‘fLightipg_t;‘opldfﬁdﬂjto the barrier effect of the highway and could be expected to
furthéfdisCourage Iyhx from crossing the road, which could, in turn prevent or retard their
- expapsion north of 1-70 and ultimately slow their recovery in the southern Rockies. This
effect will be partially mitigated by the use of downward facing, focused lamps which are
_ used only when the chain law is in effect. '

CONCLUSION:. "

Aﬁqg; reylcvnng the gﬁﬁent status of the Canada lynx, the environmental baseline for the

. action area, the effects of the proposed project, and the cumulative effects, the Service
mairitaifs jts previons biological opinion that the action, as proposed (which includes the

‘ implerr‘;éx'gatioq. of the conservation measures outlined in the biological opinion), is not likely
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to jeépax;dize'-the ccn@inixed,_gxistence of the Canada lynx. Because no critical habitat is
present in Colorado, we also conclude that the proposed action is not likely to destroy or
adversely modify designated critical habitat for the Canada lynx.

INCIDENTAL TAKE STATEMENT

4

“There afe nb modi,ﬁc’aiions to the incidental take statement in our biological opinion due to
. the addition of lighting at the chain stations. All Reasopable and Prudent Measures and
Terms and Conditions from the original biological opinion still apply.

If the Seivice ¢an be of further assistance, please contact Alison Deans Michael of my staff al

(3032364758, .

Sincerely,

IV

' Susan C. Linner
Colotado Field Supervisor

~ee: . GDOT, HQ (JefF Peterson)
CDOT, K1 {Deb Angulski)
- Michael
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